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JUNE 2010 

WADPADI  NEWS 
Calendar 

• MAY 7-9      

South West Coast 

Piper Drummer 

Workshop 

 

• MAY 16       

 Piping Solos Scotch 

College 

 

• JUNE 18     

Caledonian Society 

Haggis Dinner Playout 

– Mini Band 

 

• JUNE 20  

 Piping Solos  @ 

Ballarat 

 

• JULY 11  

 Sunday Bunnings 

BBQ Band Fundraiser 

Let Louise Serra know 

if you can help 

 

• JULY 18  

 Band Practise - 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

followed by afternoon 

at Ten Pin Bowling 

Alley 

  

Á JULY 25  

 Piping Solos @ PLC 

 

• AUG 22   

 Piping Solos Terang  

 Band caters 

 

Á AUG 29 - TBC 

Camperdown Concert 

with Peter Daffy & 

Melb Scottish Fiddle 

Club. Band to play 

 

• SEPT 10   

 Port Fairy Spring 

Music Festival 

 

Á SEPT 19  - TBC     

 Band Playout at 

W’bool Gardens 

Annual Garden Day & 

Plant Sale 11.00am – 

2.00pm 

  

• SEPT 25 & 26      

Piping Champ’ships 

Scotch College 

 Invitation event 

 

 

 

 

 

When writing this 

report on our efforts 

on the competition 

field, I would firstly 

like to digress and talk 

about life in our pipe 

band.   

We, as you all know, 

have a school program 

to recruit new learners 

for pipes and drums.  

Our futu re relies on 

people joining the 

band.  We tell the 

students that music is 

something you can do 

all your life, playing 

music as a group, and  
going many places to 

compete or entertain .  
I can testify to being 

able to play music all 

oneôs life, but very 

rarel y am I asked how 

long I have been 

playing music.  

Fortunately for me, not 

many ask.  It would 

really make me feel 

ancient.  If asked, I 

usually say, ñA long, 

long timeò.  That 

makes me feel a little 

better than saying 

ñsixty-four year sò.  

That would really  make 

their  eyes pop.  

Our pipe band, like 

many musical groups, 

is going through hard  
times . It seems as if 

music is not ñcoolò but 
members presently 

playing in the band 

enjoy it, and have 

developed great skills 

FROM THE PIPE MAJORõs PEN 

 in playing the music 

well.   

The pipe band wo rld 

offers a large network 

of contacts.  The finest 

players can be seen 

and heard on the 

ñwebò, and quite often 

you can actually speak 

to them, and they in 

return offer good 

advice.  Our band 

members have got  to 

know many 

personalities through 

the band sce ne, and 

some members have 

had invitations to play 

with bands in the 

World Pipe Band 

Championship.  That 

situation was never 

heard of in times gone 

by. This all adds to the 

interest and 

excitement of 

everyone in the band, 

and to discussions 

about music, who  is 

doing what, how they 

play this or that piece, 

and the sound of their 

instruments.  

Now, to speak of our 

efforts on the 

competition field: 

there was a film called 

ñSweat of the Sun and 

Tears of the Moonò; I 

always liked that title. 

The amount of effort 

that  goes into practice 

and preparation for 

contests does fit the 

title really well.  

Our young pipers play  

really well, but a good 

pipe band requires a 

lot more than that.  

Sound, and sustained 

sound , is essential.  

This is, I feel, for us an 

issue.  We do not hold 

the pressure on the 

pipes for the whole 

duration of a 

performance.  This 

requires the skill of 

blowing the pipes and 

using the arm in total 

coordination, whilst 

continuing to hold the 

pipes in tune.  We 

have improved on last 

yearôs season. The 

dro nes this year have 

been very steady, but 

the chanters have not, 

as they are more 

susceptible to rises 

and falls in blowing 

pressure than are the 

drones.  So we have a 

lot of training to go 

through to solve our 

problem. We will be 

working very hard to 

try t o fix it over the 

next few months. We 

will have to wait and 

see how it works out 

for next season.  

 

 
Donald Blair  

May 2010   
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Australian Championships ð Caloundra, Qõland 

 
The WADPADI Grade 2 

players set off at Easter to 

compete in the 2010 

Australian Pipe Band 

Championships which this 

year were held in 

Queensland. The results 

weren’t as pleasing as the 

band members would 

have liked but the 

experience of traveling to 

ñAnnual WORSHOP a 

great success againò Rebecca Kelly and her 

father, Colin, made a trip 

to the Australian Tattoo 

earlier this year and had a 

great time.  

Rebecca & Colinõs Trip to the Australian Tattoo 

 

South West Coast Piper Drummer WORKSHOP  

 

Congratulations to Monica 

Forster who placed well in 

the Victorian Drum Solos 

held at the Ringwood RSL 

the night before the 

Ringwood Highland 

Gathering on March 10
th
. 

Monica’s talents as a 

drummer are growing with 

every competition she 

Monica drums up a Winning Result 

 

a large event like this and 

being able to mix with 

international pipers and 

drummers is always a 

worthwhile experience for 

all those involved. The 

actual traveling was also 

an experience with drums 

and ‘the Mace’ being ’lost 

in transit’ much to 

everyone’s annoyance. 

One drum was ‘unlost’ 

when it was realized that it 

was traveling to 

Queensland with it’s 

owner, Monica! 

  

I’m sure if you ask 

Rebecca she will be able 

to tell you all the news 

about this wonderful 

experience. 

competes in and she 

continues to improve in 

confidence as time goes 

by. Monica plays both 

tenor and snare drum. 

Monica is a great asset to 

the band and along with 

our other young players 

WADPADI’s future is 

looking fine.  
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Nicola and Campbell 

Sharp have recently 

returned to New Zealand 

to take up a scholarship at 

St Andrews College. The 

scholarship includes the 

opportunity to play with the 

renowned St Andrew’s 

Pipe Band and to continue 

to improve their own piping 

and drumming through this 

opportunity.  

Nanette and Andrew will 

remain in Australia and 

hopefully will still be 

regular visitors to the band 

rooms and the band 

playouts in the future. 

They are staying at their 

house in Nelson and have 

extended an invitation for 

band folk to visit and stay 

when they are passing 

Nicola and Campbell leave for New Zealand 

 

At the end of the year a 

lunch was held to 

celebrate the end of the 

year and the coming of  

the Christmas season for 

us all. This year it was 

combined with our Annual 

Presentations for our Most 

Improved Drummers and 

Pipers and also gave the 

band members a chance 

to thank our loyal and 

enthusiastic Tutors, 

Donald Blair, Andrew 

Elliott, Peter Moir, Tanya 

Ross and Nick McLeod,   

who give their time freely 

to the band members with 

their only reward being the 

steady improvement of the 

band sound and 

repertoire. The Most 

WADPADI Xmas Breakup 

 

  

through. 

We will all miss Nicola and 

Campbell around the band 

but we all wish them all the 

best for the future both 

with their studies and their 

pipe band adventures. 

Supper was held after 

Thursday night practice to 

thank the Sharp family for 

being a huge part of the 

band for a number of 

years. Their contributions 

are hard to measure but 

their continued enthusiasm 

has benefited the band 

immensely in so many 

ways. We wish the Sharp 

family all the best and we  

hope, and know, the 

friendship will continue into 

the future. 

Improved Piper is 

Rebecca Kelly and the 

Most Improved Drummer 

is Campbell Sharp. The 

band also recognises a 

member of the band 

community who gives 

plenty of their time and 

effort into helping 

wherever they can. This 

year the Bandsperson of 

the Year is Lucy Forster, 

who helps out particularly 

with her wonderful 

photographs and videos, 

which will be a great asset 

to the band when 

reviewing competitions as 

well as becoming a 

valuable archive for the 

band history. Of course, 

Lucy helps in other ways, 

as most of our parents do, 

and this is always 

appreciated by the whole 

band. 

The weather was not good 

enough to hold our 

breakup in the gardens as 

usually happens but we 

still had lots of fun and 

friendship at the band 

rooms to finish off the year 

in fine style. 

Oh, and Tanya Ross 

celebrated her birthday as 

well. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TANYA 

Farewell get-together for Sharp family 
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1 leek, thinly sliced 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

2 large carrots, sliced 

3 celery sticks, sliced 

2 large potatoes, cubed 

250gm pumpkin, cubed 

6 cups (1½ litres) 

vegetable stock  

RECIPE CORNER ð Vegetable & Barley Soup 

 

Again the Warrnambool 

and District Pipes and 

Drums was a major part of 

the annual Anzac 

celebrations in 

Dennington and 

Warrnambool. The band 

marched off at 9.00am 

sharp to lead the 

Dennington community to 

their war memorial which 

was followed by a short 

service and wreath laying 

by local servicemen, their 

All WADPADI pipers have 

performed well in their solo 

competitions this season. 

Each player has put in lots 

of effort with their practice 

to be able to represent 

themselves well and give 

a great performance at 

their solo competitions this 

season. 

It is very pleasing to listen 

to them as they improve 

their tunes under Donald’s 

watchful eye (and ear) at 

ANZAC DAY APRIL 25, 2010 

 

PIPERS do well in SOLO Competitions 

 

ñA hearty soup to warm 

you during the winter 

monthsò 

ñAll pipers have 

performed well in their 

solo competitions this 

season.ò 

400gm tin diced tomatoes 

2 Tbl soy sauce 

2 dried bay leaves 

½ cup barley 

½ cup parsley, chopped 

In a large saucepan sauté 

the leek and garlic. 

Add the carrots, celery, 

potatoes, pumpkin, stock, 

tomatoes, soy sauce, bay 

leaves and barley.  

Bring to the boil. 

Simmer for 45 – 60 mins. 

Season with salt and 

pepper.  

ENJOY!!! 

 

  

families, friends and 

community reps. The 

band then reformed at 

10.45am for the main 

Warrnambool march up 

Liebig Street to the Civic 

Green then after a service 

on to the war memorial at 

Artillery Place where 

wreaths were laid by 

community members in 

honour of those who lost 

their lives for our freedom. 

It is always an honour to 

lead the march on Anzac 

Day and it is great fun to 

represent the band on 

such a special day. 

Rebecca Kelly played at 

the Port Fairy Dawn 

Service. Andrew Elliott 

played at the 

Warrnambool Dawn 

Service and at the main 

march for the wreath 

laying. 

Lest We Forget! 

practice each week.  

It was wonderful to have 

Nicola Sharp in Adelaide 

for the competition there.  

I’m sure the pipers had a 

great time catching up 

with news from New 

Zealand as they waited for 

their turn to compete. 
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Laces are to be tied in the 

following manner: 

1. Two full twists at the 

top of the shoe (cross 

laces over each other 

four times) 

2. Bring laces to the 

centre back of leg 

3. Twist laces one full 

twist (cross laces over 

each other twice) 

4. Bring laces back to 

the front of leg 

5. Tie laces in a bow 

6. Bow should be tied 

directly underneath 

the split in the flashes 

(on the line running 

down the sock, 

slightly to outside of 

leg) 

7. Tassels should hang 

neatly below the bow 

8. Height of laces is to 

be 2.5cms above the 

ankle bone 

9. If laces are too long, 

cut them off. Laces 

must not be wrapped 

around the leg twice.  

Uniform Hints & Tips ð LACES, SOCKS, FLASHES & BROGUES 

 

Á To provide the opportunity for individuals to learn and play drums and bagpipes 
at the highest level 

Á To provide an enjoyable environment for it’s members to play in 

Á To continue the strong Scottish heritage within the Western District 

 

The Band Aims: 

 

ñThe band is a family 

oriented group with an 

interest in Celtic music.ò 

Flashes 
Á The middle of the 

flashes (the split) sits 
at 10 o’clock on the 
left leg and 2 o’clock 
on the right leg.  

 
Á  The spilt of the flash 

sits on the line 
running down the 
length of the sock. 

  
Á The length of the flash 

showing should be no 
more than 5 cms. 

 
Á Flashes are to be 

ironed and should sit 
flat on the socks. 

 
Brogues 
Á Should be black and 

polished for every 
band event. 
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Do you want to learn to play the bagpipes and play at 
Highland Gatherings and in Street Marches? 

 

Do you want to become a fantastic Snare, Tenor or 
Bass Drummer and keep the whole pipe band in step?  

 

You can have FREE lessons to become a part of 

the Warrnambool Pipe Band as a Piper or a Drummer. 

 

PIPING Lessons: 

Phone DONALD BLAIR PH: 5567 6273 

 

DRUMMING Lessons: 

Phone PETER MOIR PH: 5567 6453 

 

Donald & Peter will get you started on your lessons and 
before you know it you will be playing with the 
Warrnambool Pipes and Drums.  

 

 

We’d love to see you!!! 

Pipers and Drummers Needed 

 

Warrnambool & District 

Pipes & Drums Inc.  

 
 

 
PO Box 618 

Warrnambool VIC 3280 

 
 

 

Committee Members 
 

President:  
Michael Bellamy 
E:mbellamy@westvic.org.au 

PHONE: 5562 2023 
MB: 0417516784 
 
Vice President:   
Donald Blair PM 
E:donaldb@westvic.com.au 

PHONE: 5567 6273 
 
Secretary: 
Tanya Ross 
E:tanyalross228@gmail.com 

PHONE: 0408369748 
 
Treasurer:  
Peter Moir 
E:moirs@westvic.com.au 
PHONE: 5567 6453 
 
Committee:  
Andrew Elliott 
Lyn Kelly 
Nick McLeod 
Andrew Sharp 
Louise Serra 
Lorna Tan  
 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.wadpadi.org.au 

 

 

Ringwood Highland Gathering March 2010 


